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COVID 19 PROTOCOL FOR DRESSAGE JUDGES 

AND SHOW HOLDING BODIES 

 
 
Published 20 July 2020 
 
SHOWHOLDERS ARE ASKED TO PLEASE ADHERE TO STRICT PROTOCOLS FOR OUR JUDGES, 
MANY OF WHOM ARE OVER 60 
 
These are the minimum requirements: 

BOOKING JUDGES 

 Judges must be booked directly and confirm their willingness to judge under COVID restrictions. 

 The Covid protocols in place and procedures at the show must be explained fully and agreed to 

before the show. 

 There are various options available for safe judging to comply with social distancing restrictions and 

depends on the individual circumstances at each venue. 

 The organiser should discuss all options with the judge and scribe to agree an approach that all 

parties are comfortable with. Judges are reminded they should only officiate when they are happy 

to do so and are comfortable with the COVID Secure provisions agreed in advance with the 

organiser. 

  Discuss the venue facilities, including any changes to normal arrangements.  

JUDGES AND SCRIBES 

 Judges can officiate under normal conditions, with a member from the same household or their 

support bubble acting as scribe. Covid protocols as set out below must still be adhered too . In this 

scenario the show holder must pay the scribe as they would under normal circumstances.  

 Judges can officiate with an external scribe, providing a minimum distance of 1.5M apart can be 

maintained and COVID Secure measures have been put in place. 

JUDGES BOXES/AREA OF JUDGING 

 If boxes are used, Perspex screens should be installed to separate the judge and writer, face masks 

should ideally be used and separate hand sanitisers made available. Good ventilation is essential 

 If cars are used, the judge and writer should be situated in separate cars, parked a minimum of one 

meter apart. 

 If Gazebo and table is used and is outdoors scribe and judge must be seated 2M apart 

 The judges’ box or car should be thoroughly cleaned before any new judges enter. Where possible, 

a judge's own car is the ideal judging box to avoid cross-contamination where possible.  

 Only a show official way be within a 15M radius of the judges box 
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USING TECHNOLOGY FOR SCORING 

 Venues choosing to use technology to facilitate communication between the judge and scribe must 

ensure this is agreed in writing with all parties including athletes prior to the competition. 

 Any technology employed should be robust, reliable and fully tested in advance of competition, 

making sure that there is sufficient infrastructure in place required to support its use, such as Wi-Fi 

networks, adequate bandwidth and non-conflicting radio frequencies. 

 A clear contingency plan be in place should there be any equipment malfunction. 

 Competitors must not be disadvantaged if there is a failure in the equipment used. 

GENERAL 

 Any refreshment and catering provision should also be agreed with the judge at the time of booking.  

 It is recommended that Judges should bring their own refreshments if possible, to ensure no COVID 

spread. Showholders providing judges meals and refreshments must ensure it is presented 

according to COVID regulations at the time. 

 Judges should be provided with the contact details for the secretary’s office, on-site first aider and 

the designated COVID-19 Compliance Officer. 

 Judges should arrive in plenty of time  

 Judges should provide their own pens and clipboards if at all possible. Any shared equipment should 

be thoroughly cleaned in advance of use. 

 Judges must bring their own bell or whistle. 

  All parties whilst handling scoresheets and shared equipment must sanitise  regularly. 

 Hand sanitiser and / or disinfectant wipes should be made available for use within the box or car. 

 Judge must check their test sheets for missing marks, mistakes before collection. Thus the auditor 

does not have to come to the judges’ box with queries. 

 Results should be sent to judges for sign off and approval before results are provided to 

competitors.  

 Results should be signed off by judges before they leave the show grounds. 

 Results should be shared in PDF format and ideally password protected and may also be shared on 

the dressage system 

 Venues should scan or photograph completed test sheets and email or whatsap results to 

competitors after the competition, rather than providing physical paper copies.  

 Judges are not responsible for the implementation of COVID regulations. They may however refuse 

to judge if they feel that the show holding body is not complying with the COVID-19 protocol . 

 


