
DRESSAGE SA - STATEMENT OF CLARITY ON VARIOUS PARA DRESSAGE ISSUES 
 
Para Dressage was a standalone discipline, administered separately from Dressage.  
Around 2013, after SAEA was dissolved, Para Dressage became part of Dressage. 
The Para lotto funding at that time was transferred to SAEF to be distributed to para riders to be used as 
instructed by Dressage SA. 
A team was sent to Caen WEG in 2014. This was funded by the riders themselves. 
There was a last tranche of lotto funding left for Para Dressage. 
A portion of this was used for a joint Para and able-bodied CDI in 2015, which in itself raised some 
issues. 
The CDI was supposed to be a qualifier for the team for Rio Paralympics. 
Another portion was used for 3*Para judges training (accommodation and airfare) 
The balance was used to send two local riders to Phillipa Johnsons trainer, Chris Haazen, for 
preparation for the Rio Olympics. It was used for leasing horses, transport, accommodation etc. as well 
as for payment of the costs of the individuals who accompanied them. 
It is not known whether a selection process was used to determine who would be on the team. 
Gold Circle sponsored the team of riders mentioned above with the express intention of assisting them 
to go to Rio. 
The contract for this sponsorship is in our possession and is unambiguous in its intent. 
Shortly before Rio Olympics, it was discovered that due to a serious oversight on the part of someone at 
DSA, SA did not in fact have a team place for Rio. 
Two of the riders returned to SA and Phillipa went on to compete in the Paralympics. 
The balance of the Gold Circle Money was left with DSA with a contract specifying its use.  
Pierre approached Gold Circle and asked them for instructions on what to do with the remaining funds. 
He explained that we could not keep monies on our balance sheet as the intended use had in fact 
expired. 
Using the funds for any purpose other than what the agreement stipulated would be an act of fraud. 
Gold Circle opted to have the funds returned to them and assured DSA that their honesty in dealing with 
this amount of goodwill would be rewarded in future whenever they were in a position to do so. 
An enormous amount of goodwill was generated by respecting and honouring the relationship with this 
very valuable sponsor. 
No new Lotto grants have been approved for Para. 
DSA hopes that more Para riders will start to compete locally, thus building a strong standard of 
competition that will encourage future funding and sponsorship. 
Although Para classes are not advertised, show holding bodies are very accommodating and will 
add classes when requested to. 
The CDI shows planned for SA are privately funded and DSA does not have the funds available to hold 
a 3* CPEDI. Once again if there was more support for local shows and a high standard of riding, there 
would be a better chance of success when applying for funding and sponsorship. 
DSA would like to inform members that all the financial records including what was spent on Para 
equestrian are available on request. 
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