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KPC again hosted another very successful 

CDI2* and CPEDI3* show in May. Both Para 

and able bodied classes were held as well 

as classes for the lower grades. The 

feedback I received was that it was a great 

success and KPC were commended on the 

organisation. 

Unfortunately, I could not attend the show 

in South Africa as I was attending a judges 

seminar and CDI show in Hagen and then 

later in the month in Australia.  During the 

judges seminar In Hagen, I was very pleased 

to see two of our international riders 

competing and doing very well in the Grand 

Prix events. The seminar I attended was 

conducted by Stephen Clarke and he had 

some very complimentary comments to say 

about our riders.  

Congratulations to Tanya Seymour and 

Nicole Smith whose performances did 

South Africa Proud. 

The CDI in Sydney, Australia was extremely 

well run and I gained a great deal of 

experience judging and watching many 

Small Tour and Big Tour tests. It really helps 

to get one’s eye in watching many horses 

An update from DSA Chair 
 

competing at this level. Australian 

Dressage ran a workshop at the end of the 

CDI show for all Dressage enthusiasts. 

Which was extremely well attended and 

the riders gained a lot from the judges 

expertise. This is a format I will certainly 

suggest that Dressage SA adopts so that 

we can gain as much experience and 

knowledge from the international judges 

when they are here. 

There are plans afoot to hold events with 

the same format this year. 

Back Home, unfortunately The SA Champs 

will not be held in Kathu as originally 

planned. Dressage SA will shortly be able 

to announce an alternative venue. We will 

also endeavour to hold an additional 

CDI2* event at the SA Champs this year. 

The next National show on the Calendar is 

Pony Rider/ Children Champs, which will 

be held in KZN at the Royal Show Grounds. 

All the provincial committees are hard at 

work selecting their best teams. We wish 

all competitors every success and we are 

sure it will be a memorable event.  Good 

luck to all the teams and individuals 

competing and drive safely there and 

back. 

Don’t forget the Dressage SA Challenge 

this year and the DSA Star Young Rider 

Contest which has fantastic sponsorship. 

This show also starts the ranking and 

recognition for schools and we ask that 

all competitors who are still at school 

please update the name of your school 

on the Dressage SA online Database. 

The Dressage Database has been 

updated to show rankings both 

provincially and nationally for 2013 and 

2014. The interim rankings for 2015 will 

be displayed shortly.  

On a last note, the Dressage SA council is 

made up of very hard working individuals 

who always have the sport at heart.  

We may not always get it right but we 

are certainly trying to keep the sport 

alive and moving forward. 

Suzanne Horne 
President 

 

 
National Coach Report 

 Here is some lovely feedback from our 
National Coach Natalie Hobday. 
 

To keep everyone informed as to our 

riders campaigning abroad here is a short 

update. 

To date I have seen Denise Hallion (UK), 

Nicole Smith (Germany), Philippa 

Johnson (Belgium), Laurienne Dittman 

(Germany), Greta Veldmann (Germany) 

and Tanya Seymour (Germany). In May I 

shall be seeing the final two, Chere 

Burger (Holland) and Catherine Berning 

(Holland). 

The idea if the initial visits was to 

establish contact and communication in 

order to develop a relationship, meet 

their trainers, and familiarise myself with 

their training through watching their 

lessons and discussing aspects with their 

trainers. I have had only positive 

feedback from the trainers in terms of 

expectations, and possibilities for SA 

being represented at Rio. 

Although some of our riders have more 

mileage than others, we have mostly got 

very experienced Grand Prix horses and 

all riders thus far, have a good campaign 
plan ahead of themselves, with excellent 

support teams. I believe the journey to 

Rio will be a very exciting one and that 

SA has an exciting team to choose from. 

  

Our first pertinent event is Hickstead in 

July, to which all of our team riders have 

been issued an invitation. This will help 

us decide on our team for the special 

event Perl in September, which is SA’s 

Olympic qualifier. 

Based on what I have seen thus far, I am 

confident we will get our place for 

Rio!!!  
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Provincial News 

 

 

What is happening in your 

Province? 

WP: DSA Challenge 2 & 3 May 2015    

NW: DSA Challenge 27 & 28 June 2015      

GP: The CPEDI 3* and CDI 2* Event took place at 

KPC 6 – 10 May 2015. This event also included an 

opportunity for our Para Dressage riders to have 

assessments done.                                                  

Gauteng has had help from WP in regards to the 

Inter Riding School Competition and will be kicking 

off theirs in May!  

DSA Challenge 27 & 28 June 2015                                

NC: DSA Challenge 16 & 17 May 2015                         

FS: Nothing to report                                                    

MP: DSA Challenge 11 & 12 July 2015                      

KZN: Yet again KZNs Landrover Durban’s Horse and 

Wine annual dressage show, held 19th to 22nd April at 

the Durban Shongweni Club, captivated and 

entertained both competitors and spectators.  

The general standard of the dressage throughout the 

show was high. The spectacular entertainment with 

horses performing musical freestyles, the jump and 

drive competition,  

 

 

 

dog racing and jumping, displays by the police dog unit, horses 

of the world, dog displays of breeds and the fancy dress. 

Backed up with numerous stalls, this show never fails to 

impress and entertain the 

public.                                                             

         

Thanks to Blake Balcomb Photography 

EC: We had a very successful clinic with Caroline Potts.  We 

had a ride and go with 6 horses of different levels, one pony 

rider and adults from Novice to Medium. We invited judges, 

riders and trainers to attend. Caroline marked each test and 

then discussed with the spectators as to why scores were 

given, what she is looking at etc, and then worked with each 

horse and rider to improve some movements.                                                                     

We then met up in the evening and further discussed how to 

ride a better test and enjoyed dinner together.                                                                   

Caroline then gave lessons for the next 4 mornings and 

everyone who attended admitted to enjoying the lessons, 

learning lots and felt an improvement in their horse.  We had 

some “new” riders attend, which is always good, including two 

novice pony riders who were very excited after their lessons!! 

All in all a very well attended clinic.               

 

International News 

 What are our International Riders up to? 
 
Philippa Johnson is just back from competing in Doha 

were there were 7 riders in the Grade V class. Her results 

were as follows:                                                                                     

Thursday 4th with 69.24%.  On Friday in the Individual 

Champs she finished 5th with 67.97%. Saturday She came 

7th with 68.33%!   In accordance with the new FEI rule 

Philippa was re-classified, unfortunately she is no 

stronger than she was in 2001 so according to the new 

FEI rule she now has to compete for the first time in 

Grade III which she did at the CPEDI3* at Wargem.                                                                                       

Nicole Smith competed at Indoor Brabant in Holland and 

received 64.04% in the GP and at Hagen scored 65.80%. 

and in Hamburg 65.58% in the GP, 63.98% in the GP 

Special. 

Tanya Seymour competed at Hagen and scored 69.52% in 

the GP and 66.765% in the GP Special. 

Chere Burger and Anders competed at Roosendal. Scoring 

63.880% in the GP and 64.020% in GP Special 

Laurienne Castle has been competing GP on her horse 

Ravel and doing very well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Catherine Berning , Brisbane (Briar X Terra Nova) & 

Gretha Veldman, Le Beau (Le Coeur x Classiker), have 

very excitingly joined the journey to Rio by acquiring GP 

mounts to campaign in Europe.  

Chere Burger and Catherine Berning –Will be spending a 

day with National Coach Natalie Hobday in May 2015. 

We look forward to feedback in regards to this. 

Denise Hallion recently spent a day with National team 

Coach Natalie Hobday who very kindly has sent us this 

follow up: 

“I spent Thursday 12th February with Denise Hallion in 

the UK, as my first official visit in my new role as 

National Team Coach. 

We met up in Winchester (nearby to her home and 

stable, Mayhill Stud Farm) and drove together in the 

lorry, the approximate 3 hour journey to her trainer, 

Carl Hester. 

This was a perfect opportunity to get to know one 

another a little, explain the role I will be playing, and to 

get information about Denise’s circumstances, lifestyle, 

infrastructure and horses. 

 

Carl had offered to accommodate Denise on the day 

I had set aside to visit her, in order for me to observe 

the training, establish contact and talk a little bit 

about how I can contribute to Denise and the team 

in general. 

I found Wervelwind (her 2014 WEG horse, and 2016 

RIO possibility) an exciting horse, with huge 

potential, which is Carls opinion too. 

They are a great team and have a good training plan 

in place, and I expect to see Denise and “Verve” 

making good progress over the next few months. 

My plan is, on Denise’s request, to do another 

official visit at Mayhill Stud Farm in May to see all 

her current horses. 

She has demonstrated a great team spirit in her 

attitude and is an asset to the SA short list for RIO.” 

DSA is very proud of our Ambassadors. Keep flying 

the flag ladies!! 

 

Dominey has also been again and we are very 

fortunate that he is so willing to share what he learns 

from his trainer and then passes on to us. 

DSA Challenge 13 & 14 June 2015  

LP: The weekend of the 2nd May we were lucky 

enough to have Abby Long come up to teach a 

dressage clinic at Bevlin Equestrian Centre. Apart 

from giving dressage lessons, she offered riding 

assessments of horses where she rode them for 

clients.                                                                                

Her seat improvement lunge lessons are very 

popular.                                                                               

Her lessons are very informative and detailed with 

her concentrating on getting the horses correct way 

of going through the correct used of the aids. 

This is going to become a regular event on our 

calendar as she is going to try and come up every 4 

to 6 weeks to assist us all. If anyone is interested in 

joining the email group for future lessons with Abby, 

email Beverly from Bevlin Equestrian Centre at 

beverly@bevlinstud.co.za or call her on 082782123 

This weekend on the 23rd May we have a training 

show at New Dawn Riding Academy which will 

include Prelim and Novice dressage tests.  This venue 

has regular training jumping events, and has been 

convinced to give some dressage classes a try.  So we 

are hoping that the dressage riders that attend will 

enjoy themselves and we can make it a regular 

event. 
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Judge Profile –Lesley Mawhinny FEI 2* 
 

 
When did you first become interested in judging 

dressage and why – current level of qualification? 

I think it was in my early twenties that I became 

interested. Bev Franklin was my teacher and she 

encouraged me to start scribing and it all went from 

there. I am a level 2* FEI dressage judge and a level 3 

/ 4* FEI eventing  judge. I took up eventing dressage 

judging when SA decided to send a team to WEG at 

Lexington in 2010. To qualify the teams we had to 

develop our officials to FEI standard and I was 

privileged to be part of that opportunity.  

Who or what would you say has had the most 

influence on your training and judging? 

Gosh lots of different people have had input. I’m like 

a big sponge and I take in everything that I can and 

process it. I believe that you can learn something 

from every individual that you meet. Ernst Holtz has 

been a huge support to me over the years. Patricia 

Clifton (UK) has been a very big influence in my event 

judging along with Andy Griffiths (UK) and Sue 

Stewart (UK) who were my mentors. Helen Laros has 

been my trainer who has guided me in my riding and 

sportsmanship over the years. Add to that all the 

fabulous officials and trainers that I worked with 

overseas and in SA who have shared their experience 

with me, too many to mention but each special in 

their own way. 

What do you look for as a first impression from a 

horse and rider? 

 I like to see a relaxed picture. No forcefulness. I like 

to see the combination moving easily forward and 

into the contact. Good hands are very important to 

me, with good communication and understanding 

between horse and rider. 

If you could choose any horse show in the world to 

judge at, where would it be and why?  

That’s a difficult one…as every show gives you 

something different. I think that any of the big 4* 

events and of course the WEG or Olympics is always 

on everybody’s dashboard. !!   

What are your goals and aspirations in terms of your 

judging career?  

I think that no matter where I go with my career I 

would like to be respected and acknowledged as a fair 

and competent judge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Do you have any advice for young aspiring South 

African Dressage riders?  

The best advice that I could give any rider is to be a 

sportsman as well as an athlete and to respect and 

honour your horse partnership.  

Which riders / trainers / judges inspire and motivate 

you? 

Gosh, again so many. I think the ones that have actually 

entered my sphere are the ones that have made an 

impact. Apart from those already mentioned above. 

Helen has been a huge inspiration to me in my riding as 

has Peter Storr (UK). Christof Hess was a great influence 

to me when I judged with him in Melbourne and Anna 

Mette- Binder and Nick Burton were inspirational when I 

shadowed them at Rolex Kentucky. Many of the top 

riders inspire me. Any good horse-rider combination 

excites me. They needn’t be at the top either. One of the 

most inspirational rider/trainers for me is Andrew 

Nicholson. I watched him train horses in a seminar at 

Hartpury this year and he is truly inspirational. I was also 

privileged to watch a training course given by Christof 

Hess in Australia and he was masterful in his 

methodology, so classical. 

Do you teach / train / judge other elsewhere in the 

world? 

 Yes I judge eventing dressage overseas and dressage in 

Southern Africa. I judged the 3* event at the South 

American Championships in Brazil last year, and have 

just returned from New Zealand where I judged the 3* 

event at Kihikihi. I have been privileged to work in 

Melbourne Australia, Belerus, USA, Scotland and of 

course in our neighbouring countries Namibia and 

Zimbabwe and Zambia, amongst others. 

Any advice for South Africa on developing dressage 

here, bearing in mind our financial constraints due to 

the exchange rate, and limitations on exports with 

AHS? 

 I think that we need to keep bringing in good trainers 

and judges so that we can bench mark ourselves against 

the rest of the world and develop our local officials and 

riders. I see a lot of focus put onto the riders 

development, but we mustn’t forget our judges and 

other officials.   

 

 

 

 

 

Is there something that you feel that could be done to assist 

or support you and your fellow judges more?  

Yes perhaps funding can be set up to assist judges to get 

international exposure and to develop themselves further. I 

am also a strong believer in giving something back to officials 

and I think very little of that is done in SA. For example, free 

admission to top level judges at seminars, riders get their 

colours for representing SA yet there are judges that have 

represented SA on the international circuits who are never 

recognised and as they carry RSA behind their names they are 

high profile. (Just give a different mark to see how high profile 

they are!!!) When I judged in Brazil they flew the South 

African, USA and New Zealand flags at the dressage arena in 

recognition of the judges. It was special for us. 

What do you enjoy most about being a Dressage Judge? 

I think seeing the improvement in the horses and riders and 

how far we have actually come since I started judging. I love 

to be able to give the good marks and always look for the 

positive in every movement.  

Please tell us something about yourself that we wouldn’t 

ordinarily know….  

 I do art for a hobby, pen, ink and water colours and Sumi e. 

(Traditional Far Eastern art). I specialize in animal portraits 

and wildlife. I’m an absolute “bushbaby “and need to get back 

to the bush regularly to regenerate my soul! 

       

  

 

 

   

 

 

  “Know your test and ride with your head ie plan ahead of the movements and 

prepare the horse properly. Be proactive and not reactive. Be accurate.”  

“Transitions into and out of the lengthened paces are very important to the judge. 

Even if your horse does not show a “WOW” lengthening, if you clearly show 
balanced transitions into and out of the movement you should score slightly higher 

marks” 

 

“Remember your corners are your friends. Use the corners to balance your 

horse and engage the hind quarter especially before a shoulder in or 

lengthening across the diagonal. It also helps with setting a horse up in 

preparation for the tempi changes along the diagonal as the horse is now in 

better self-carriage.” 

“Ride the test forward! But in rhythm” 
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National Two Day Dressage Seminar - Summary 
 
 

 

Tempi Times is very grateful for the following 
summary from the above seminar. 
 

Day 1 

South Africa welcomed Mariette back once 

again to share her vast store of knowledge 

with judges, trainers and riders attending her 

two day Seminar. 

The first day was devoted to discussing 

technical aspects of judging, starting with the 

importance of following the training scale of 

Rhythm, Suppleness, Contact, Impulsion, 

Straightness and finally Collection. Mariette 

pointed out how these basics could not be 

seen in isolation but were linked together 

whilst training to finally produce Collection. 

She underlined the importance of a judge 

knowing the test and scale of marks, being 

prepared mentally and physically. Know the 

training scale and continually evaluate your 

own ability. Use constructive remarks – not 

always negative and attend seminars regularly.   

Know your rules, use correct terminology to 

encourage correct riding. Be punctual, fair and 

humble. Dress correctly (no jeans) and do not 

use your cell phone. Always check if the letters 

of the arena are correct.  

6.5 comments - Give the mark first before the 

comment. 

Mariette stressed the point of not discussing 

tests with others than only your team of 

judges. She pointed out that marks should be 

the same all over the world. Don’t overuse the 

half marks, spread your marks and have the 

courage to give high scores to reward quality.   

Judge what you see and encourage riders to 

take bold risks which if they come off will add 

to the degree of difficulty. Be generous when 

outside interference causes problems through 

no fault of the rider. Judges can all make 

mistakes but do not make it worse by offering 

excuses and never blame colleagues, comment 

only on your own marks and remarks, not on 

those made by other judges.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Judges need to work on their communication 

skills – evaluation ability andbody language.   

When asked a question repeat it – this gives 

you time to hone your response.  Don’t take 

anything personally, smiling must be part of a 

judge’s life 

Judges need to work on their communication 

skills – evaluation ability and body language.   

When asked a question repeat it – this gives 

you time to hone your response.  Don’t take 

anything too personally, smiling must be part 

of a judge’s life. 

The collective marks were discussed:  

Rhythm, Suppleness, Contact and Impulsion 

are in the nature of the horse. Through 

Rhythm the rider obtains relaxation, freedom, 

reach, scope and regularity. Suppleness is the 

desire to move forward showing suspension 

and springing off the ground. Paces show 

time in the air but the trot must not become 

similar to passage.   Contact – the horse must 

be in front of the leg and willing to obey 

without tension but with attention, 

confidence and harmony. Straightness has 

been added and interestingly most horses are 

more stiff on the left rein. 

Lastly the importance of the welfare of the 

horse was stressed with attention given to 

the difference between lameness (pain) and 

irregularity which is often due to tension. 

Riders can cause problems with bridle 

lameness but when the judge sees discomfort 

and pain the test must be stopped. The bell 

must be rung immediately and there should 

be no discussion.   The judge is not expected 

to diagnose lameness. That is the job of the 

vet. Should there be more than one judge, 

the other judges must support the decision of 

the judge at C. In the case of a judge sitting 

for example sitting at B or E see lameness 

then they should show a hand outside the 

box to indicate to the judge at C that there is 

a problem. However, if there is a lack of 

rhythm (for example through tension) there is 

no reason for elimination. 

 

 

 

Finally Mariette showed videos dating 

from the past showing how dressage has 

changed over the ages. By request a 

video was also shown on canter 

pirouettes where a judge should look for 

lightness and collection, hind quarters 

well engaged, the quality of the canter, 

activity and balance. The horse must 

turn around the inside hind leg in a small 

radius, bent in the direction of the turn 

with a clear canter. Never start a canter 

pirouette with the inside rein, the 

shoulder should be taken round by the 

outside rein. The number of steps that 

comprise a pirouette are 6 to 8 

Day 2 

The practical aspect of judging took 

place on day 2 with judges commenting 

on movements for the Prix St-Georges, 

Inter A and Inter 11.   Each judge was 

asked to mark and comment on 

individual movements which were then 

discussed by Mariette.   Whilst the Prix 

St-Georges provided opportunities for 

some fairly good marks, there were 

problems shown by many competitors 

with passage, piaffe and canter 

pirouettes.   Mariette felt that some 

combinations were not yet ready for the 

Intermediate level competitions.   

However, it was an invaluable 

experience to hear Mariette’s marks and 

comments as each movement was 

ridden.   Seminars by world respected 

judges such as Mariette are essential to 

growing dressage in South Africa and all 

judges, trainers and riders should take 

advantage of the chance to learn from 

these experts when they visit our 

country. 

 

 



 
   

In collaboration with Dressage SA, 

DressageAfrica chatted to Denise Hallion.  

Denise was one of the riders who represented 

South Africa at the last WEG in Cannes.  This 

was our chance to learn a little more about her. 

Dream come true 

Representing South Africa at WEG 2014 has 

been a dream come true for Denise. We start 

with where the journey began. 

Denise started riding at the age of four, on an 

incredibly naughty Shetland pony called “Dolly 

Daydream”.  Their favourite game was playing 

Cowboys and Indians with Denise’s sister and 

her pony in the garden. 

When Denise was twelve, her parents bought 

her the three year old Cyndon Mikado.  Denise 

was interested in showjumping at the time, but 

Mikado showed such a talent for dressage that 

Denise’s mother insisted that they had 

dressage lessons with Theo Laros.  In Denise’s 

own words “Unfortunately I grew too big for 

him so we had to sell him at the age of 5. 

Mikado went on to do great things.” 

Rider Profiles  

Rosettes, Titles and Championships 

As with all of us, some wins are just more special 

than others, whatever the reason. Denise’s 

favourites are: 

 “My favourite was at the age of 6.  It 

was the Stork Stakes jumping at the 

(what was then) Pietersburg show.  I 

won every single trophy and I felt like 

the luckiest child in the world.” 

 “Being selected for the Junior 

Transvaal Show Jumping team on Bali 

Hi.” 

 “Winning the 5 year old classes in 

England on Wervelwind.” 

 “Of course being selected to represent 

South Africa at the World Equestrian 

Games 2014 on Wervelwind. That was 

a dream come true!” 

Into the future. 

Denise has very specific goals, her biggest and most 
demanding is to represent South Africa at the next 

Olympic Games.  She also wants to produce a few 

more horses to Grand Prix level, added to this is her 

love of teaching Pony, Junior and Young Riders.  Her 

goal has always being to produce them to 

compete at International competitions and then 

to move on to Grand Prix. 

Tell us something that no-one knows about 

you...... 

“I am very fussy about how my horses are 

tacked up, and will always reposition the saddle 

before getting on, even if was in the right place 

to start.” 

For the full article http://dressageafrica.com/                                                                   
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In Conversation with Denise Hallion 

 

 

 

In conversation with Andrea Harrison Buchmann. 

 

 

Andrea is a well-known figure seen at our dressage 

shows, another one of our top riders who always 

seems to be either on a horse competing herself or at 

the warm-up helping her clients.  DressageAfrica and 

Dressage South Africa chatted to Andrea to get the 

low down and highlights of her equestrian career.    

Work, Life and Training 

Andy is the co-owner of her yard Glenwood Stables, 

situated in Glenferness, Kyalami.  Running the yard, 

training, teaching and being wife and mother 

requires quite a bit of juggling.  Andy loves the fact 

that her life is so full, given the choice; she wouldn’t 

have it any other way.  She particularly loves having 

all the horses and clients at Glenwood as it allows her 

to really get to know and understand the horses, 

their riders and the way that they interact with one 

another.  This knowledge helps tremendously with 

how Andy trains and works with specific 

partnerships.  Her clients find that she is incredibly 

insightful where their horses are concerned, so this 

philosophy obviously works incredibly well for Andy 

and the Glenwood team. 

Andy and husband Mike have a young son CJ (4 years 

old), who is typically active and loves the freedom 

and naturalness of plot life.  We asked Andy how she 

copes with motherhood, its demands, responsibilities 

and all the work involved with training, riding and 

competing. She laughs as she says, “There is never a 

dull moment. I have a strict schedule and then it is a 

lot easier to manage. “ 

 

 Influence and Inspiration 

Candice credits Natalie  Hobday  with having had 
the most posit ive impact  on her r iding and 
Caroline Pott’s  investment in her as a chi ld 

Proud Moments 

With all of Andrea’s successes over the years, her 

favourites are being on the winning team for the tri 

nations in New Zealand, she says it just gave her the 

most fantastic feeling and also the World Dressage 

challenge finals in Germany.  

Recently her success at the first FEI CDI held in South 

Africa, there was such an amazing feeling and sense of 

pride and occasion to the show.  Andy is often heard 

saying that she loves the Derby dressage competition; 

she thrives on the challenge of riding the strange horses 

and getting the best out of them in the allotted time. Her 

passion for this particular competition has surely added 

to her success as she has won it a few times. 

On SA Champs, we loved Andy’s response, “I have won 

SA Champs once but been a bridesmaid many, many 

times.” 

Horse of her Dreams 

Those of us, who have been staunch dressage supporters 

for many years, will remember Andy’s horse of a lifetime, 

her special Alaric.  He travelled from SA to Germany and 

back home again.  “We won every competition we 

entered together in our last competitive year together 

including SA Champs and the team champions, then 

finished off by winning derby as both best rider and 

horse.”   

  

 

 

Sponsors 

DressageAfrica and Dressage South Africa believe that 

every sponsorship needs to be acknowledged and 

advertised,  Andy is very proud and honoured to have 

Western Shoppe as her sponsor for the last four years. 

Tell us something that no-one knows about you…. 

“I am double jointed in almost all of my joints.”         

For the full article http://dressageafrica.com/                                                                     
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Two points are deducted from a movement when: 

a. A competitor either rides with around the side of 

the arena or enters the arena with a whip when a 

whip is not permitted in the rules and/or the 

schedule. 

b. Every time the rider uses his/her voice or clicks 

and the judge hears the rider do so. 

c. Riders must check tests to ensure whether trot is 

to be ridden either sitting or rising – this is especially 

important when the movement asks for lengthened 

trot ‘rising.’  In FEI tests when this error occurs it will 

be treated as an Error of Course. 

d. Saluting, this may be done with either hand but 

the reins must be taken in one hand and the hand 

saluting must not carry a whip 

e. The rider enters the arena at A before the bell has 

rung or exceeds 45 second before entering 

Identification Numbers 

The number provided by the Show Organisers is to 

be worn throughout the event so that the horse may 

be identified by all officials. It should always be worn 

on the left hand side of the horse.   Failure to do this 

will result firstly in a warning and repeated offences 

will result in a fine by the Ground Jury or the Appeal 

Committee. The rider needs to ensure that the judge 

and scribe are able to see the number when riding 

past the judge’s box. It is no longer necessary to stop 

and announce yourself and your horse to the judge. 

Whips (Unless otherwise stated in the schedule) 

a. Whips are not permitted in the Individual South 

African Championship and the whip must be dropped 

outside the arena enclosure otherwise 2 penalty 

points will be deducted.   

b. In events where the whip is prohibited and the 

whip is carried longer than three movements the rider 

will be eliminated. 

c. At events below CN Status, all FEI Tests  may be 

ridden with a whip unless otherwise stated in the show 

schedule.  

d. Junior and Adult riders may use whips up to 120cm 

including the tassle. For Pony Riders and Children the 

total maximum length is 100cm including the tassle. 

e. The rider and/or groom when riding, walking or 

leading a horse is allowed to carry a whip (1.20cm) and 

when lunging, a standard length lunge whip is 

permitted.  

The relevant Dressage SA rules wording remains the 

source for interpretation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rules demystified – Getting a better Understanding 
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The trophies, rosettes, sashes, day sheets and 
amazing goodie bags for the grooms of the 
winning horses were generously sponsored by 
Records Equestrian, Plastic World and Brilliant 
Branding who also hosted braai for the grooms 
during the course of the show. The generosity and 
support of the aforementioned went that much 
further to making this event one to remember. 
The dressage community is grateful to you all. 
 
Post show DSA has received numerous letters 
from the Para rider community expressing thanks 
to the Gauteng based horse fraternity for 
generously loaning horses to out of Province 
riders. Overall the spirit of unity and mutual 
support amongst SA riders shone through, 
something to be very proud of. 
 
Thank you to all who donated time, energy and 
goodwill to create such a wonderful event. 
 
Also a big thank you has to go to Clem dos Santos 
(chairman of KEP) and his dedicated team, as well 
as to Dressage SA and the Gauteng Dressage 
Committee, for hosting a top show. Following on 
from the good work done by Andrew Dawson, KEP 
under Clem has established its position as the 
premiere equestrian facility in Gauteng. 
           

 

In the Intermediate A, Adriaan van Wyk bagged the 
honour with 64.861, while in the Intermediate II, 
Andrea Harrison took top spot on Delmon's 
Marinier with 66.140. Intermediate I was won by 
Trudy Marsland on Zidane with 67.456. 
Adriaan van Wyk starred again in the Intermediate 
B with 65.079. 
The Young Rider Individual test went to Lynette 
Webber on Lucky Time with 64.649.  
 
Not to be outdone our para riders put on an 
extremely expressive impressive display. Line 
honours went to; 
 
FEI Grade IV Individual Championship - Victoria 
Ford riding her mother Stephanie Ford's Grith-
Mary - 67.817% 
FEI Grade III Individual Championship - Sarone Du 
Toit riding her own Razdi's Rough Diamond - 
63.821% 
FEI Grade II Individual Championship - Shani De 
Beer riding Patrick Brown's Wow's Yellowood - 
68.714% 
FEI Grade 1b Individual Championship - Tamsin 
Mbatha -Bouwer riding Manuela Krog's Adelprag 
Narco 72.184% 
FEI Grade 1a Individual Championship - Mark 
Frenzel riding his own Geneva's Wintersong - 
62.536% 
 
In the Young Horse Dressage Challenge the top 
placing in the 4 Year old class went to James White 
on Ambeck Ferego 77.80%, 5 Year old class went to 
Arco 360 Esclavo and Candice Hobday 71.20% and 
the 6 Year old class to Ingeborg Sanne riding H & R 
Dressage's Show Special 77.20%. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CDI Report Back 

 

FAQ in regards to our Rules: 

It was a beautiful day under a bright blue sunny 
sky. Dressage horses and riders in all their finery 
went through their paces at Aachen, showing the 
audience the best skills that dressage has to offer. 
Except the venue was not Aachen in Germany but 
the CPEDI 3* and CDI2* event at Kyalami 
Equestrian Park held in Gauteng the first week of 
May 2015. Such was the standard of the event 
put on by Dressage SA, the Gauteng Dressage 
Committee and KEP that one could easily have 
believed the show was in Europe. Excellent 
facilities, such as the double-story marquis 
overlooking the main arena and superb footing in 
the arena contributed to the bold statement that 
dressage in SA has come of age. 
 
Not only were the facilities world-class, but so 
were the standards of riding. Without doubt, our 
dressage riders impressed the audience, as well 
as the trio of international judges. 
Compared with just two years ago, riding 
standards have improved dramatically across the 
board. 

 
At Intermediate and above, we boasted 29 tests, 
four in Grand Prix alone of which three scored in 
the 60s, the highest score being a useful 64.80 
from one judge for Candice Hobday, who walked 
away with the sash with a useful final score of 
62.567. The Prix St Georges class has become 
extremely competitive, with 17 competitors in 
that class alone, with Jean van Deventer scoring 
an excellent 71.316 from one judge with an 
overall winning score of 67.368. 
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Letters 

 

 

 

Our Para riders had a fantastic show last week and 

have compiled a report back which we hope can be 

included in the Tempi Times. 

Our 2 riders are Shani De Beer & Nicole Sanders 

Shani de Beer: 

Team test 65.7% (2nd); Individual Championship test 

68.7% (1st); Freestyle test 65.75% (3rd) and Grade 2 

Victor Lodurum.  

A huge thank you to Patrick Brown for loaning me the 

amazing Wow's Yellowood, Katrine Puttick and Paul 

Parker for their continuous invaluable guidance, 

Maudelene Frenzel for being the best chauffeur 

around, the show organizing committee for all their 

hard work and assistance as well as the judges and 

the stewards. 

Horse: Wow's Yellowood. Owner: Patrick Brown. 

Nicole Sanders 

It was a great week at the JHB CPEDI 3*. Thanks so 

much to Mareli Smalberger for lending beautiful 

Royal Fleur. Thanks also go to Amor and to Candice 

Hobday for their help. Thanks to Denis von 

Hoesslin for helping out with accommodation.  

 

Thanks to all the ground staff and judges for the help 

support and advice and a huge thanks to organizers 

and Vicky for helping with Para and trucking. To all 

competitors, coaches, parents and support staff. Congrats 

and thank you.  

Thanks also to judges officials etc for sitting there for 

hours.  

I ended with 2 international qualifying scores: 61.7% team 

test, 59.85% Individual Championship test and 61.75% 

and Second for the freestyle. Very happy considering it 

was only 10 rides including comp days. 

Horse: Horse Royal Fleur. Owner: Mareli Smalberger. 

We both had a great time at the show.  It was great 

catching up with old friends and new ones.  It was a good 

show and successful on both counts. 

Shani did really well and achieved international qualifying 

3 times as well as victor Ludorum (Congratulations Shani) 

and I finally broke my 7 year "curse" and achieved 60 plus 

percent.  We had 4 days to get used to the horses. Shani 

had ridden Yellowood before (in 2014) and I had a bit of a 

baptism by fire - new horse and more schooled than I'm 

used to. So in my opinion we both did a really great job. 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you to Katrine Puttick for her help and support 

as well as to Paul Parker for stepping in as groom, helper 

and general dogsbody.. We really appreciate the support. 

Then to all those who supported us both near and far we 

thank you.  See you in 2016. Nicole and Shani. 

Many thanks 

Penny. 

       

  

  

  

      

 


