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Message from DSA 
 

There’s much to talk about in this, our first Tempi Times issue of 2016. At date of publication, matters in the 

South African Equestrian Federations (SAEF) remain uncertain, with the resignation of Andre Truter as President. 

While the provincial bodies finalise details of their AGMs as required by SASCOC, our own AGM takes place 11 

April 2016.  

More excitement has come from our international riders with hopes riding high for allocation of a further spot 

for a SA Olympic rider when news emerged that additional slots were available. Read their story on page 2 to 

see how our top equestrians are faring. 

 

On a more difficult note, the matter of social media has again raised its head. While DSA respects the right of 

freedom of speech, members are reminded that regulations prohibit public attacks on social media platforms 

such as Facebook and Twitter. These rules are for the protection of both riders and officials and all members are 

encouraged to express their concerns directly to your Provincial Chair, who will make every effort to resolve 

them. If in doubt, please contact DSA for assistance. 

 

Always remember that just like you, other dressage enthusiasts – whether they are judges, riders or trainers – 

are only human. A scathing remark can be hurtful as well as damaging to careers and reputations. Moreover, 

laws are constantly being updated to limit defamation online – a careless comment may easily lead to 

unpleasant legal wrangling.  

 

For ease of reference, here are the relevant regulations: 

APPENDIX DR/G   - CODE OF CONDUCT 

3.0 MEDIA, SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITES   

3.1 All official media sites must be done through the Discipline Association website, or if on 

Facebook must be approved by the National Committee (NC) and labelled as an Official Discipline 

Association site.   

3.2 Any committees engaging with media will only make official statements on behalf of a 

Discipline Association if approved by the NC.    

3.3 Any Official Media releases must be pre-approved by the Discipline Association concerned   

3.4 No Official, which includes committee members, may make any public negative or 

disparaging comments about their discipline or any matter pertaining to their Discipline Association 

The matter must be dealt with in writing to the Provincial Chair, who, if necessary will escalate the 

query or complaint to the NC.   

3.5 No member may post anything in a public domain which may be deemed inflammatory 

defamatory, libellous, disrespectful or in any way construed to be to the detriment to officials or 

representatives. Complaints must be dealt with as per 3.4 above. 

 

Back to a positive topic, DSA is delighted to see its team expanding and we welcome Brigitte Billings as an 

assistant media representative. Previously editor of HQ Magazine, as well as a founding member of the SA 

Hannoverian Society and SA Oldenburger Society, Brigitte is an avid dressage fan who hopes to encourage fellow 

amateurs to get more involved in the discipline. We would love to welcome more enthusiasts to our ranks and 

invite you to share your skills. Those with news to submit are also fee to contact us with further information. 

Every voice is vital and we look forward seeing you in the ring and expressing your opinions at our meetings. 
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International News  

 Olympic dreams 
 

The road to Rio has been an exciting one for South African equestrians. After losing our team slot to Japan by just 0.6% last 

year, our team dreams were dashed, but Tanya Seymour nabbed an Individual position. Fans of SA dressage breathed a 

collective sigh of relief at the announcement of additional slots available for Olympic hopefuls – the prospect of seeing 

another of our riders in Rio was an exciting one. 

 

With the final allocation date set for 6 March, all eyes were on Nicole Smith as our most likely contender. Sadly, the spot 

was won by Christiann Zimmerman of Palestine, who had held a significant lead in the final weeks before the deadline.  

 

Now attention turns to our strong Paralympian team – among them young Tamsin Mbatsha-Bouwer, SA’s first black Para 

rider, who conquered overwhelming odds to pursue her passion. Other team favourites include Shani de Beer, Wendy 

Moller and Philippa Johnson-Dwyer. We wish our riders the very best of luck and will be following their careers with pride. 

 

Strong spirit 

In spite of the ups and downs of the Olympic realm, our international riders maintained strong spirit and have continued 

their campaigns abroad. Natalie Hobday, SA team coach, provided feedback from some of our riders: 

 

Catherine Berning: “I had a great show in Nice. We all got home safely, I achieved my personal best in the Grand Prix with 

66,14% (despite a big mistake) and in the Special we were on fire until I let Brisi take control in the changes – here we got 

65,64%.” 

  

Nicole Smith: “So far things are going well this year. All three of my horses are going very well at the moment. Victoria is in 

good shape and I am building her up for Lier. I am planning a small national St George level show for Chi Chi soon and I am 

working on making Wyvern more consistent in everything.” 

 

Philippa Johnson-Dwyer: “The horses are both working really well. I had Louis at his first PSG at a winter regional 

competition. It went better than I thought it would – one or two mistakes but I was very happy with him!” 

 

Tanya Seymour: “Ramoneur is going fantastic! When we competed in Belgium he was quite hot for his first indoor show 

with a 66.4% in the GP and a 68.88% in the GPF. In Roosendaal, he was much better already scoring a good 68.5% and 

placing 8th from a big starter field in the GP. The Freestyle was a little tense but got a 67.5%. I just started him again in 

Ankum, where he was 4th in the GP with 69.4% and 2nd in the special with 68,5%! So I’m very happy with him at the 

moment, he only gets better each day! My next start will be in the Netherlands then Hagen in April.” 

 

Greta Ferreira-Veldman: “Bobo has been training well, and I am hoping to get into Horses and Dreams in April.” 

 

Denise Hallion: “I have loads of pupils attending the Regional Championships here at the moment so I’ve been teaching and 

teaching … and have had some good results. My young horses are improving all the time and will be ready to go out to 

their first competitions in March. Verve is just getting better and better and I am enjoying every minute of working him; 

every day is a blessing with him. I am up to Carl’s (Hester) every second week for two days at a time. I had my first outing 

since Perl and was thrilled with his 68.4%! 

Ruby is also going well.  I have started with his one’s and piaffe and I hope to have him doing Grand Prix at the beginning of 

next year. I hope to do our first PSG at around April.” 
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AHS vaccine updates 
 

How recent changes affect the competitive rider 
 

In the past year, horse owners have seen a number of changes to annual African Horse Sickness (AHS) protocols, the 

most recent of which involves a ban on the direct movement of horses into the Western Cape’s AHS Controlled Area 

zones which came into effect on Monday 1 February 2016.  

 

Horse movement 

In the January 2016 edition of the Equine Health Fund newsletter, Alan Winde, WC Minister of Economic 

Opportunities, said the movement restrictions meant that all horses entering the province’s AHS Controlled Area 

would spend 14 days at a stop-quarantine facility.  

 

"We need to protect our status as an African Horse Sickness free zone. The high risk AHS season is from 1 February 

to 30 June. In order to manage the risk, all horses entering the province during these months will be held at an 

approved facility for a minimum of 14 days,” said Winde. 

  

During this period, all movements must be applied for through Danielle Pienaar to the State Vet Boland Movement 

Committee. The committee will then advise you as to whether a Stop Over is required, or whether other risk-

mitigating procedures could be followed in order to facilitate direct movement into the Controlled Area. The sooner 

the application form is completed and submitted the better, as a Stop Over Quarantine may still be required, 

especially for movements from Gauteng, so you should factor this into your plans. 

 

For those that will be required to do the Stop Over: 

[The Standard Operating Procedure for AHS Stop-Over Quarantine can be viewed here.] A list of Stop Over 

Quarantine facilities can be obtained from Danielle Pienaar, 082 936 3604, danielle.pienaar1@gmail.com [end box] 

 

New vaccination dates 

Owners have also been advised to review their vaccination schedule. While the manufacturer has always 

recommended vaccinations in early summer, many horses received their AHS vaccinations between October and 

December. New regulations stipulate that horses residing within the AHS controlled area, as well as Thoroughbreds 

registered under the National Horse Racing Authority, must be vaccinated between 1 June and 31 October each 

year. This regulation was amended due to evidence that has recently shown that some AHS outbreaks in the AHS 

controlled area were likely due to the spread of vaccine virus from vaccinated horses to other horses via the midge, 

leading to disease and in some cases death. 

 

While this regulation is not enforceable for horses in the infected area, the DAFF encourages owners to adhere to 

the 1 June to 31 October timeframe to ensure that vaccinations occur at a time when midges are less active and 

thus minimise the risk of vaccine-related outbreaks of the disease. According to Fourways Equine Clinic’s Dr 

Adrienne Viljoen in an interview in HQ Magazine (issue 106, Jan/Feb 2016), “The OBP AHS vaccine is a modified live 

virus vaccine and as with any live vaccine, there is always a risk that the vaccine strain may be subject to 

transmission by vectors and other aberrant events. This is well described for other modified live virus vaccines.” This 

means, essentially, that there is a chance that the vaccine may result in the virus spreading via the midges from a 

horse who has been recently vaccinated to another more susceptible horse. Aside from putting vulnerable equines 

at risk, Dr Viljoen explains that this may present a threat to maintaining free zone status according to the OIE 

guidelines to implementing any form of equine export, which affects South Africa’s ability to function in the 

international equestrian sphere. 
 

 

http://www.savc.org.za/pdf_docs/Stop%20Over%20Quarantine%20Protocol%202016.pdf
mailto:danielle.pienaar1@gmail.com
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The DSA Riding Schools League kicked off 

with its first show in June 2015 at EquiVest 

(Sedibeng region) and quickly gained 

popularity. “Gauteng has five regions and 

we were proud to have had all regions 

compete in our first League,” said DSA 

Riding Schools League Convenor, 

Montanique Wilson, adding that 2016 will 

see improved rules as well as a stronger 

focus on growth. “I will continue to grow 

the League this year, but we will have 

regional heads to promote and support the 

League in each region. This way we can 

develop a love for dressage and correct 

schooling of our equine friends.The League 

drew significant interest, with 16 Gauteng 

riding schools taking part, representing all 

regions of the province. The success was 

also measured in the number of new riders 

drawn to the sport, with DSA seeing its 

membership figures swelling by 138. 

 

 

RSL Achievers 

To learn more about the DSA Riding Schools 

League, visit 

horse.animalchannel.co.za/2015/12/riding-

schools-league/.  

 

 
 

 

At the prizegiving near DSA’s offices in 

Kyalami on Saturday 28 November, dozens of 

enthusiasts convened to receive recognition 

for their achievements in 2015.  

Riding Schools League judge Marieta van 
Schalkwyk commented on how much she had 
enjoyed her duties and how well the riders 
had progressed. “2016 will see South Africa 
represented in dressage at the Rio Olympics,” 
she added, “meaning that all of you now have 
the potential to ride to the very top of the 
sport.” 
 

 
 

Beautiful trophies and prizes donated by assorted 
sponsors. Many thanks to them all 

 
Lillian Moller, who had held workshops 
during the year, also had positive feedback, 
reminding riders of how far they had come 
during the year – from simple lead-rein 
classes, to now aspiring to develop canter 
work. “Remember that after canter there’s so 
much more to learn,” she emphasised.     
 
Please contact your Provincial Committees or 

dressagesa.com if you are interested being 

involved in the DSA RSL League 

                                       

Top regional riders                                      

Sedibeng – Tavia Wilson 82.32%; West Rand – L 

Emmerson 88.60%; Ekurhuleni – Jade Nidd 82%; 

Central – Amy Moses 74.44%; Tshwane – Jordi 

Venter 75.68% 

Top four riders achieving over 80%:  
L Emmerson (88.60%), Tavia Wilson (82.32%), 
Jade Nidd (82%), Micial Mortan (81.66%) 
 
Special awards to riders above 75%:                  L 

Emmerson, Tavia Wilson, Jade Nidd, Micial 

Mortan, Kelsey van Wyk, Cherise Lottering, Juan 

Mortan, Meg Elliot, Kaitlyn van Wyk, Stephanie 

Stander, Maleeha Omar, Declan Wiid, Colin 

Hallaby, Ayden Koen, Jordi Venter, Erin du 

Plessis, Singhita Pretorius, Alexia Fernihough, R 

Smith-Jasson 

Sedibeng Scroll Achievers                                

Tavia Wilson, Cherise Lottering, Clarissa 

Henning, Jenna Hamer, Brittney Botha, Tiffany 

Preston, Bridgett Hadath, Morgan Badenhorst, 

Kelsey van Wyk, Singhita Pretorius, Kerry 

Horwell 

Tshwane Scroll Achievers                                   

Jordi Venter, Alicia Nienaber, Alexia Fernihough, 

Alexandra Rowe, Sakkie Venter, Kate Hepke, 

Clarissa van der Merwe, Lydia Bosman, Jonathan 

Wilcocks 

Ekurhuleni Scroll Achievers                             

Ayden Koen, Claire van Vuuren, Gabriella Jasson, 

Caitlin Visser, R Smith-Jasson, Bronwyn Burger, 

Elmien du Plooy, Lauren Burrage, Jade Nidd, Erin 

du Plessis, Anatasia Judge, Erin Burrage, Katelyn 

Barry, Janine Smith, Jessica Beswick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Riding School League – with grateful thanks to HQ magazine - horse.co.za  

 

Until we get to the point where we can export horses, South Africa will never be able to hold proper international competitions in our 
country, and will also always be at a disadvantage when trying to compete at an international level overseas, as we will have to do a 
residency period in a third country such as Mauritius. 
 
Restricting vaccination to between 1 June and 31 October may require an initial adjustment – many show organisers and riders plan 
their schedules around the annual vaccination ‘downtime’ – but according to experts, the change is the ethical and responsible 
response to new research information and it should be encouraged for the whole country.  
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Judge Profile – Sue Horne FEI 2* 
 

When did you first become interested in 

judging dressage and why – current level of 

qualification? 

I think it was about 1993. A friend of mine said 

that I was not cut out to be a judge. So I set out 

to prove him wrong. I was also interested in 

finding out the perspective form the ‘other 

side’.  

Who or what would you say has had the most 

influence on your training and judging? 

There are many people who have influenced by 

desire to further my career as a judge. One of 

them was Sue Bass. Also Carolines Potts’ 

tenacity to hold an FEI 2* seminar (where I 

qualified) was a huge boost to my judging. 

What do you look for as a first impression from 

a horse and rider? 

The degree of harmony between horse and 

rider. 

If you could choose any horse show in the 

world to judge at, where would it be and why?  

Because of the FEI age restrictions on judges to 

sit exams for higher levels, I will not be able to 

judge at the Olympics or any of the top 

International shows. If I was able to judge at the 

level, I would like to have judged at the World 

Equestrian Games 

What are your goals and aspirations in terms of 

your judging career?  

As I said, I cannot further my career as a judge. I 

am stuck at FEI 2* level because of age 

restrictions. 

Do you have any advice for young aspiring 

South African Dressage riders?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Never stop being open to learning and find 

opportunities to sit on schoolmasters who will 

teach you feel. 

Which riders / trainers / judges inspire and 

motivate you? 

My two regular trainers inspire and motivate 

me. Niall Quirk has taught me more 

techniques to move up into the higher levels 

than anyone else and John Smith taught me 

most of what I know about piaffe and passage 

and he was the first trainer to help me 

actually achieve the one tempis. 

Michael Rhode has also recently been a great 

inspiration and riding his wonderful 

schoolmaster Charly, helped me to get a 

better feel for the canter pirouettes and 

piaffe and passage. 

Judges who inspire me are Stephen Clarke 

and Sharon Rhode. 

Do you teach / train / judge other elsewhere 

in the world? 

I have judged in Australia and hope to be 

invited to judge in more countries in the 

coming years. 

Any advice for South Africa on developing 

dressage here, bearing in mind our financial 

constraints due to the exchange rate, and 

limitations on exports with AHS? 

Development of our coaches. We have a lot of 

instructors coming from overseas to help the 

riders but this should also be geared at 

helping the coaches in our country. It is far 

more beneficial if there is continuity in the 

training from one international instructor’s 

visit to the next visit. We would have far 

better progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there something that you feel that could be 

done to assist or support you and your fellow 

judges more?  

The judges in this country do not get exposed 

enough to judging a wide range of riders and 

horses. I believe that some financial assistance to 

get judges overseas for major shows, to sit-in, 

attend seminars or just sit on the ringside with a 

mentor judge would go a long way to helping the 

judges become more experienced and confident. 

What do you enjoy most about being a dressage 

judge? 

The fact that I have a perspective from a rider’s 

point of view as well and can perhaps relay that to 

the rider. 

Please tell us something about yourself that we 

wouldn’t ordinarily know….  

Bob Hepple, my great uncle was Nelson Mandela’s 

legal advisor. He was arrested for sabotage before 

the Rivonia trials. After creating the impression 

that he would turn state witness he skipped the 

country. He never testified. Bob went on to 

become a professor of law at Cambridge 

University in England and was knighted by Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

       

  

 

 

   

 

 

 “When to change diagonal when you change rein? Make sure 

you change your diagonal when it least disturbs the balance and 

rhythm of your horse.” 

It is never the horse’s fault.  

 

 

 

 “Do not stop and introduce yourself to the judge. You are 

required to display a bridle number so that the judge and 

scribe will know who you are. Just trot past judge and smile 

and say Good morning/afternoon” 

“Ride your horse straight, forward and in a rhythm. Look up 

and know where you are going” 

 

 

 



 
   

The Smith family are one of the stalwarts 

of South African dressage in a very quiet 

unassuming way; a family who strongly 

believes in their familial bonds and are 

passionate about all animals including 

their horses. Nicole Smith is no different, 

a quiet person with a keen sense of 

humour and a love and passion for each 

and every horse that she works with.  

Her riding career started before she 

could walk, when her father first carried 

her on a horse in front of him when she 

was only six months old. 

Titles & Championships                                       

On her favourite or most prestigious 

championships, Nicole says that a 

highlight for her was winning Derby last 

year, especially as her horse Sam was 

the winning horse too. The Smith family 

Rider Profiles – In Collaboration with Dressage Africa  

has owned Sam, a Dutch-bred gelding, since 

he was three years old. She credits her 

whole family with the hard work that has 

produced him as the successful Advanced 

horse that he has become, in spite of some 

the difficulties and challenges that they 

experienced.  

Proudly SA- Bakgat!                                                  

We loved Nicole’s answer to our question 

about the World Equestrian Games – it is so 

typical of her personality and we include it 

in its entirety for you, “It was honestly quite 

surreal. I didn’t really make a big deal of it 

before I competed, and kept telling myself it 

was just another show and that there 

shouldn’t be any reason to get too nervous 

or excited about it. After the final halt in the 

test, however, it kind of hit me what we had 

achieved. There was a lot emotion involved 

and I think I cried through every interview 

directly after the test.” Her description of 

WEG is enough to make us all dream of 

riding down that centerline: “The entire 

stadium was completely full for the 

opening ceremony, which was the first 

time we were all able to enter it. We were 

the first country to enter, and the whole 

stadium, which can seat 21, 000 people 

was going crazy, screaming and waving 

flags. There was a lot of joy and 

excitement.” 

Nicole’s advice for riders wanting to 

progress is to have consistent training on a 

regular basis from the same trainer 

following the same specific training system 

and stick to it! 

For the full article 

http://dressageafrica.com/ 
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In Conversation with Nicole Smith 

 

 

 

The Low Down & Nitty Gritty with Nichola Mohr 

 

 

Nichola Mohr has become well known in 

dressage circles as a talented hard-

working young rider, who is nipping at 

the heels of the higher level riders. To 

add to the story, she is doing it at the 

higher levels on a thoroughbred – a feat 

that is supposed to be next to impossible 

Nitty gritty                                                                            

As so many equestriennes do, Nichola 

started riding at the age of three, almost 

before she could walk. Her career in 

dressage started early thanks to her first 

pony who didn’t enjoy jumping. In her 

own words Nichola says, “From there it 

went from strength to strength.” 

All for one and one for all                              

Vaderlandsche Rietvlei Stables is a 

family-owned and run establishment 

that prides itself on the ethics and caring 

of their business.  No-one escapes the 

atmosphere, work and fun from 

Nichola’s three brothers, her sister, gran, 

her parents and all their clients. 

 

 

Thoroughbreds vs Warmbloods                                      

We asked Nichola, how she finds training 

and riding a thoroughbred at a high level 

compares with training and riding 

warmbloods. Her answer is lovely and 

sums up the breed beautifully: 

“The positive side to thoroughbreds is that 

they have a natural ‘go’; the downside is 

they don’t have natural ‘power’ and uphill 

balance, it takes longer to train true 

balance and strength. A good warmblood 

is great but I’d much rather ride a good 

thoroughbred than an average 

warmblood.” 

The road going forward                                               

Her personal goals and aspirations are 

simple: to train her horses to Grand Prix. 

Her philosophy when it comes to training 

thoroughbreds such as Sport Schu is 

simple and heartfelt, “It’s all about 

patience and always remember they’re 

trying their best.”   

 

  

 

  

She also believes strongly in her 

dedication to the sport of dressage and 

training herself and her horses as 

athletes. 

An inspiration for Nichola is Carl Hester 

because of his passion and success for all 

things dressage. 

Proudly SA                                                                         

To improve and grow SA Dressage, 

Nichola says, “What I’d like to see change 

in SA is that we get more judges from 

outer provinces at our shows as well as 

when international judges come to SA 

that they get a chance to judge around 

the country, so we can learn from them.” 

Tell us something that no-one knows 

about you: “I’m a fan of animation and I 

love parrots.”                        

For the full article 

htp://dressageafrica.com/                                                                                                    
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CLASS RIDER HORSE % 
POSITION IN 

CLASS 

Prix St Georges Megan Berning Ultimate STV 69.013% 1 

Advanced Class Karin Koep Equifeed’s Rivendell’s Delovely 65.743% 1 

Medium Class Cyndy Bosman Cu Chullain Kalira 63.188% 4 

Elementary Class Jnr Rochelle Jacobs Brylia Cotton Club 61.486% 2 

Elementary Class Snr Katherine Berning Kuda Insurance;s Midas-Touch Desperado 69.392% 1 

Preliminary Class Jnr Cayla van der Walt Ticket to Paradise 67.155% 4 

Preliminary Class Snr Katherine Berning 
Kuda Insurance’s Compton House 
Quantico 

70.775% 1 

 

TEAM CLASSIFICATION 

RIDER HORSE % 

Megan Berning Ultimate STV 69.013% 

Natasha Brown Dageraad Zilver 64.122% 

Katherine Berning Kuda Insurance’s Compton House Quantico 70.776% 

Heather Cochrane Centennial 66.897% 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FEI World Challenge 

The 2015 FEI World Dressage Challenge has come and gone, and what a weekend it was! One of the highlights, and I say one, as there were 

two, was the wonderful performance by the South African Lipizzaners from Kyalami, on the cold and wet Friday night. This performance, proudly 

sponsored by EPOL, was well represented by the greater KZN region, with some of the 1,500 visitors coming from as far as Richards Bay and 

the Drakensberg, many of whom had not witnessed the magic of these white stallions before and who were extremely excited to be able to 

feed them a well-deserved carrot after the show. 

The second, but most important, highlight of the weekend was the most brilliant performance by our South African dressage riders. Quality 

above and beyond which resulted in South Africa walking away with the accolades and coming tops in Zone 1, with a joint score of 206.686%, 

4.906% higher than Chile, who won a well-deserved second place, Brazil third, Argentina fourth and last but not least, Uruguay.  

A massive thanks to Dressage KZN and their team for a well-executed, well-run event, to the judges and scribes who gave of their valuable 

time, to our guest judges, Mr Peter Engel (GER) and Mrs Maria Schwennesen (AUS) for coming to South Africa and to our competitors, from 

Prelim to Prix St George, for without you, this event would not have been the success it was. 

Congratulations to the winners of each level: 
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South African Young Dressage Horse Series 

 

 

 

In an effort to bring young dressage horse 

classes in South Africa up to the level of 

the FEI Young Dressage Horse classes, 

Howarth & Riders Dressage, with approval 

from Dressage South Africa, presents the 

South African Young Dressage Horse 

Series 2016.  

 

Introducing the Series 

The motivation for promoting a young 

horse series is due to Simone Howarth’s 

experiences with the national and 

international Young Horse circuit in 

Europe with her horse, Show Special, then 

ridden by Zilla Pearse, along with Simone’s 

current work and interest in producing 

various local young horses through her 

pupils. 

Mickey van der Merwe, a pupil of 

Simone's, became involved with the 

scribing and scoring of the Young Horse 

classes at the South African Dressage 

Championships, where she was highly 

commended by the international judges 

for her efficiency and high level of 

competence.  

 

 

 

 

 

Format of the Series 

There are four different age categories: 4-

year-old, 5-year-old, 6-year-old and 7 – 9-

year-old classes. Frequently at CDI shows 

overseas there is a Small Tour for 7 – 9-

year-olds. We appreciate that in South 

Africa, as with all the other age categories, 

PSG and Inter I is a level or two above what 

the average horse here, of that age, is 

capable of. Therefore, after consultation 

with DSA, the 7 – 9-year-olds ride a 

Medium test. The advantage of including 

the 7 – 9-year-olds is that these young 

horses compete against their peers rather 

than against older schoolmasters in the 

same class. 

The 4, 5 and 6-year-old classes are judged 

like the FEI Young Horse classes, with 

marks being given for walk, trot, canter, 

submission and general impression. The 7 

– 9-year-olds are judged and scored as 

normal, complete tests, as they are in the 

7 – 9-year-olds at CDI shows. An essential 

part of the series is the aim to educate and 

uplift the level of young horses being 

produced in SA. Therefore, at the end of 

each test, feedback on the horse's 

performance from the judges is given to 

the rider and the public over a loud 

speaker. This helps to engage the 

spectators and to assist the rider as to how 

the horse's training is progressing and in 

what areas improvement can be made.  

This public feedback also displays 

transparency and assists with 

understanding of the scoring system and 

of what the judges are looking for in a 

future top level dressage horse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Each participating province is organising a 

minimum of three qualifying shows 

throughout the calendar year, cumulating 

in a Provincial Championship show. As a 

requirement for the Provincial 

Championship show, horse and rider 

combinations must compete in at least 

two of the qualifying shows. This series is 

being run as unaffiliated classes, where no 

points gained will be added to the horse’s 

grading points. Horses and riders 

competing in the series must be registered 

with DSA but will not be required to ride 

within their current DSA grade. 

Sponsorship and prizes 

Arco360 are very kindly sponsoring the 

rosettes for the whole series along with 

sponsoring the costs of the videoing of 

each of the Provincial Championships. We 

are most grateful to Candice Hobday of 

Hobday Equestrian Enterprises for her 

support of the series.  

 

            

 

For the full article http://www.equilife.co.za/sa-

young-dressage-horse-series/ 
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