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Dressage SA together with the 13 other 

disciplines are well on the way to 

recovery after the rigours of the last 

twelve months. During the latter half of 

last year membership figures dropped 

from 2500 to 901 paid up Dressage 

members. We have now recovered to 

just below 2000 and the numbers are 

increasing daily.  

On the 8th August, a new President for 

SAEF was elected. Andre Truter’s 

discipline is Polocrosse but he is truly 

committed to the Equestrian sport and 

we know that his term in office will 

prove to be very beneficial to our sport.  

Andre will be very capably assisted by 

two Vice Presidents. This was decided on 

account of the diversity of the different 

disciplines and the fact that there is a 

split of 7 disciplines falling under FEI and 

7 disciplines who do not fall under FEI.  

The vice president elected to manage 

the FEI disciplines is Eric Bianchi and the 

vice president to manage the non FEI 

disciplines is Shelly Beckbessinger. Both 

bring a wealth of expertise in both areas 

and they are definitely the right people 

for the task. 

Foreword from the President 
 

Dressage SA have several very exciting 

programmes underway and the riding 

school league is proving extremely 

popular. The feedback from Gauteng is 

that there are many shows being 

staged for the latter half of this year. 

On the international stage our riders 

competing overseas have proved that 

we are fast becoming strong 

contenders to qualify for the Olympics 

in Rio next year.   

Catherine Berning, Denise Hallion, 

Tanya Seymour and Chere Berger 

finished 4th at the Hickstead  team 

event and along with Gretha Ferreira –

Veldman continue to clock up the 

qualifying scores.  

Nicole Smith and Laurienne Castle are 

also back in action. 

You will be able to read a full account 

given by Chef D’Equipe – Jenny Neill in 

the newsletter. 

A second CDI 2* show will be held at 

the SA Championships at KPC. 

Unfortunately due to the withdrawal of 

the sponsorship for the SA Champs 

show in Kathu it meant that the venue 

had to be changed. It was therefore 

possible to hold the second CDI show 

for this year. Fund raising efforts are 

underway. 

Next year the Western province will 

be holding the South African 

Championships and will also be 

holding a CDI show at the same time. 

Please make plans now and save 

those pennies so that it will be a very 

well supported and successful show. 

Western Province are experts at 

putting on very good Championship 

shows. 

We still have a busy second half of this 

year and Dressage SA wish you every 

success in your endeavours.  

Happy Dressage riding!! 

Suzanne Horne 
President 
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Social Media - Stop and Think 

 
There are procedures in place for 

complaints to be dealt with and it is 

expected that DSA members use 

them. 

Which brings us to one of today’s 

most useful yet often damaging tools, 

Facebook. Disparaging posts re Show 

Organisers, Officials and sometimes 

Committee members are becoming 

commonplace. Perhaps before posting 

your frustrations it would be wise to 

simply STOP and THINK.  

The post may damage the goodwill of 

volunteers. Cause Shows to no longer 

be held. Be bringing the sport into 

disrepute. The abuse of DSA 

volunteers, Officials and Committee 

members will not be tolerated in any 

medium. 

 

experience at all yet step up out of the 

goodness of their hearts. To enable 

Competitions to happen, so competitors 

can compete. Is there time to train these 

wonderful people? Usually, not. 

Do they get thrown in at the deep and 

have to learn as they go along? Often, 

yes. Now in that ideal world the event 

organizer would put a more experienced 

person with them to oversee and help. 

But that experienced person is running 

around trying to fulfill their own role to 

maximum efficiency. Things go wrong. It 

happens. It’s not ideal. It’s frustrating for 

everyone, most especially the 

competitors. 

But, when these frustrations boil over 

into abusive confrontations is where DSA 

draws the line.  

Riders, their parents and/or owners etc. 

Do NOT have the right to verbally abuse 

any volunteer or official, EVER.  

 

Have you ever been a volunteer at a sporting 

event? 

As we head into the latter part of 2015 with 

new, refreshing and competent hands at the 

helm of SAEF there comes to light a 

disappointing element amongst the DSA 

Community. 

Those of you who have actually been 

volunteers at any sporting event, not just a 

riding competition will no doubt have 

memories of all the unforeseen hiccups that 

arise despite the very best laid plans. There 

are complications at each and every event 

ever! The challenge as a volunteer is to 

resolve these as quickly and seamlessly as 

possible. Some volunteers are better at it than 

others, understandably. 

And then there are the people who have 

stepped in to help because they’ve realized 

how much needs to be done yet there simply 

are not enough people to get to it all. These 

generous folks often have little or no  

 

          

 
 

                

 

 

 

 

For clarity please note an excerpt from the latest SAEF Newsflash: 

We all understand and respect freedom of speech, but there is a clear line between voicing an opinion and being derogatory and 

rabble rousing on a public platform. 

SASCOC has been very clear on how we should be dealing with this behavior and practice and has instructed us to suspend anyone 

crossing the line. 

We therefore encourage everyone to take advantage of the process for dealing with issues you may have – contact your club, 

Provincial Discipline Chair, or if still no resolution – your National Discipline President. If you feel that you have exhausted all of your 

options without the matter being resolved, you may contact SAEF (Secretary General). Failing everything and being able to show 

that you have exhausted the process, you may then contact SASCOC.                                                          

Please remember that all complaints must be in writing. 

This is your sport – please don’t destroy it with negativity. Rather be part of the solution and not part of the problem. 

 

 

 

          

 
 

                

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Pony Rider Champs  

 “Desperate Horse Wives” vs 

“Spongebob Blingpants” 

To all the fabulous Children and Pony Rider 

Competitors who took part in the SA PONY 

RIDER CHAMPS in Pietermaritzburg in June 

this year - What a week - way more 

excitement than any Disney Channel could 

offer! 

6 Provincial Teams entered 2 Teams each 

(Open and Novice) which has not happened 

in a long time! KZN won the Novice team 

event and the Freestate won the Open Team 

event. To all the Freestate riders – you made 

your province proud, professional, dedicated 

and polite – a winning combination. Gauteng 

was hot on their heels and will be a force to 

be reckoned with next year is the bet! 

There were a total of 235 rounds completed 

with the most fantastic finale of Freestyles on 

Sunday!  

 

 

 

 

WP:  

NW:  

GP:  

NC:  

FS:  

MP:  

KZN:  

 

 

 

 It was overheard that a couple of the Showjumpers 

would like to enter some dressage classes next year as 

well! 

The judging was encouraging and positive, the 

standard of riding and ponies was high in the dressage 

and it was obvious that the children had put in a lot of 

work and preparation. 

Especially thrilling was having our local Pony Clubs 

helping out with the various disciplines. A Children’s 

show helped along by fellow children! Thank you to all 

our Judges who have encouraged our Champions of 

the future, be it in the saddle or around the 

boardroom table.   

The Team at the Royal Riding Club gave their all to 

ensure everybody went away having a fantastic 

experience that didn’t cost a 2nd mortgage. A huge 

thank you to all involved for your efforts hard work, 

dedication and commitment! 

 

“If you don’t like something, change it.  If you can’t 

change it, change your attitude. Don’t complain.” – Maya 

Angelou.  

Most of the parents and children were wonderful in this 

regard, with everyone working towards making this show 

a success for the children.     
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                                    2015 SA FEI Pony Rider Individual Competition 
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International News – Hickstead 

 
Hickstead Reportback – Chef d’Equipe – Jenny 
Neill. 
 
It was an honour to be the Chef of our first 
Dressage Nation Cup Event. Our team competed 
at the FEI CDIO3* at Hickstead from the 15th to 
19th July 2015.  
As per the Dressage selection document for Rio 

2016 Olympics, it required that Hickstead be an 

evaluation event. Dressage SA has 7 athletes with 

their horses campaigning towards RIO 2016. The 

Showholding Body made provision for all 7 of our 

riders to get invited. 

Due to the lack of results from all the athletes, the 

selectors decided to field the same team who 

competed at the 2014 World Equestrian Games, 

as the Nations Cup Team, and also allow the 

additional 3 individuals. 

Just prior to the event Nicole Smith had to 

withdraw her horse due to a minor injury, so the 

selectors replaced Nicole’s team spot with 

Katherine Berning. Laurienne Dittman also 

withdrew from her individual spot. 

Team:  
Denise Hallion and Wervelwind  
Chere Burger and Adelprag Anders  
Tanya Seymour and Ramoneur 6  
Katherine Berning and Brisbane  
 
Individual:  
Gretha Veldman and Le Beau 

All the athletes performed and coped very well, 
we were all very excited as following the Grand 
Prix we were lying 3rd and after the Grand Prix 
Special we were still lying 3rd and marks were 
very close:  
GBR 111.157  
SWE 110.711  
RSA 108.735  
DEN 92.183 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The final results after the Freestyle:  
DEN 140.683  
GBR 139.563  
SWE 138.932  
RSA 131.968  
Our athletes are very new to competing in the 

Freestyle and lack the years of experience which 

the other Nations enjoy, but early days so onwards 

and upwards! Technically our athletes are all 

performing well for marks in the mid to upper 

sixties and are all motivated for the seventies! 

It was so great to see the improvement in the 
horses and the riders since WEG 2014.  
National Coach:  
Natalie Hobday is doing a phenomenal job as our 

National Coach. She has been developing their team 

spirit and psychology by working and supporting 

the athletes since February and this has definitely 

resulted in the improvement of their performances 

and confidence. THANK YOU Natalie! 

Results:  
Please click on the links below for the detailed 
results  
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-
scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GP.htm  
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-
scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPS.htm  
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-
scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPF.htm  
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-
scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPTeam.
htm  
 
In Summary:  
Grand Prix:  
Denise Hallion and Wervelwind – 11th 66.020%  
Tanya Seymour and Ramoneur 6 – 13th 65.640%  
Katherine Berning and Brisbane – 17th 64.760%  
Gretha Ferreira-Veldman and Le Beau – 20th 
63.220%  
Chere Burger and Adelprag Anders – 21st 63.100%  
 
 

 

 

Grand Prix Special:  
Gretha Ferreira-Veldman and Le Beau - 5th 66.020%  
Katherine Berning and Brisbane - 6th 65.098%  
Denise Hallion and Wervelwind - 8th 64.686% 

Grand Prix Freestyle:  
Tanya Seymour and Ramoneur 6 – 9th 69.700%  
Chere Burger and Adelprag Anders – 13th 66.600%  
 
 
Nations Cup, RSA now have points and are ranked 

13th 

http://www.fei.org/system/files/Dressage%20Nation

s%20Cup%20Standings%202015%20Final.pdf  

http://www.fei.org/news/fei-nations-

cup%E2%84%A2-dressage-danes-do-double-

hickstead 

RIO 2016 Olympic Games Eligibility:  
 
1. At this stage the following have achieved both 
their required Rio 2016 eligibility scores:  
Denise Hallion and Wervelwind  
Tanya Seymour and Ramoneur 6  
Katherine Berning and Brisbane  
Nicole Smith and Victoria  
 
2. Gretha Ferreira – Veldman and Le Beau have 
achieved one eligibility score for Rio 2016, still need 
another.  
 
3. Still need to achieve eligibility scores:  
Chere Burger and Adelprag Anders  
Laurienne Dittman and Ravel 

I am very excited and looking forward to our team 
competing at the 2016 RIO Olympic Qualification 
event which takes place at Perl – Borg event in 
Germany 9th to 13th September 2015.  
The qualification event is for Group F and Group G 

and some countries from Group C and will determine 

the team spot for 2016 RIO. 

 
                                          

      

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPTeam.htm
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPTeam.htm
http://www.dressageathickstead.com/cso-scores/public/events/2015/20150716_NC_GPTeam.htm
http://www.fei.org/news/fei-nations-cup%E2%84%A2-dressage-danes-do-double-hickstead
http://www.fei.org/news/fei-nations-cup%E2%84%A2-dressage-danes-do-double-hickstead
http://www.fei.org/news/fei-nations-cup%E2%84%A2-dressage-danes-do-double-hickstead
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Judge Profile –Ute Schutz - National A  
 

When did you first become interested in 

judging dressage and why – current level of 

qualification? 

Jill Meyer who was Dressage Chairlady in the 

early 70ties saw me competing on my mare 

Anuschka Fairy Pleat and asked me to please 

consider becoming a Dressage Judge. I thought 

about it and also my husband said it would be 

a good idea. Also it would be good for my own 

riding. So I accepted AND I have now been a 

judge for nearly 30 years. Currently I’m a 

National Judge. 

Who or what would you say has had the most 

influence on your training and judging? 

I have ridden since I was a child and had 

various good trainers overseas. But when I 

became friends with Ingrid Klimke she had a 

great influence on my riding and the training 

of my horses. Also the books her father Dr. 

Rainer Klimke wrote influenced me. 

As I go to the CHIO in Aachen every year I sit 

with my earphones for 4 days and listen to 

various good international judges at Grand 

Prix level 

What do you look for as a first impression 

from a horse and rider? 

My first impression I look for when I judge is.. 

if there harmony between horse and rider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

If you could choose any horse show in the world 

to judge at, where would it be and why?  

Aachen is a world class show. Everybody is there 

you cannot find a better event that is why I go 

there every year. 

What are your goals and aspirations in terms of 

your judging career?  

My Aspiration as a judge is to carry on learning. 

To add value to horses and riders by sharing with 

them even better knowledge. 

Do you have any advice for young aspiring 

South African Dressage riders?  

If you have the opportunity to train overseas 

nothing should stop you from going there. 

Which riders / trainers / judges inspire and 

motivate you? 

Ingrid Klimke inspires me as a rider and trainer 

and also Hubertus Schmidt. 

There are various international judges I relate to. 

Do you teach / train / judge other elsewhere in 

the world? 

No. I do not teach, train or judge other than in 

South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any advice for South Africa on developing dressage 

here, bearing in mind our financial constraints due 

to the exchange rate, and limitations on exports 

with AHS? 

I think in the past few years we have been able to 

bring in good international trainers who have helped 

our riders considerably. 

Is there something that you feel that could be done 

to assist or support you and your fellow judges 

more?  

More seminars with local and international judges for 

junior judges would be of great help. 

What do you enjoy most about being a Dressage 

Judge? 

I enjoy the great quality of horses which have come 

into the sport over the past years and I enjoy the 

good young riders who ride these horses. 

Please tell us something about yourself that we 

wouldn’t ordinarily know….  

I love all animals and go on safari a lot but dogs and 

horses are the love of my life for which I have great 

respect and unlimited admiration. 

       

  

 

 

   

 

 

 
 “Never stop learning, never think you know it all and always stay true to 

yourself” 

 “When to change diagonal when you change rein? Make sure you 

change your diagonal when it least disturbs the balance and rhythm of 

your horse.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Do not stop and introduce yourself to the judge. You are 

required to display a bridle number so that the judge and 

scribe will know who you are. Just trot past judge and smile 

and say Good morning/afternoon” 

“Ride your horse straight, forward and in a rhythm. Look up 

and know where you are going” 
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DSA  Challenge Results and Star Young Rider 

winner The DSA Challenge has come to a successful end.  
With gratitude to our two travelling Judges Eino 
Vuorinen and Gill Pater for their time and efforts 
during this competition. Thanks also to the 
Provinces and the relevant Show Holding Bodies. 
 
Finally of course Congratulations to the winners at 
each level! 
 
Adult DSA Novice 5 Test 
KZN: Mossandi Night - Fever Megan Berning  
70.52% 
FEI WC Elementary-Test 
WCP: Bella Donna - Armin Fritz 67.91% 
FEI WC Medium -Test 
GHS: Team Soba’s Ulisses - Siobahn Records 66.94% 
FEI WC Advanced-Test 
NC: Callaho Gunsmoke - Jaco Fourie 66.69% 
DSA Adult Advanced 2 Test 
KZN: Zsinfandel - Natasha Brown 65.26% 
Adult FEI Prix St George –Test 
KZN: Cinderella - Leanne Cutting 65% 
Adult FEI Intermediate I - Competition 
WCP: Balmoral - Anna Buchanan 64.74% 
Adult FEI Intermediate II – Competition 
GHS: Marinier - Andrea Harrison 63.42% 
 
JUNIOR -  DSA NOVICE 5 TEST 
FS: Doornkop Zodwa - Chanel Jacobs 65.52% 
Junior FEI WC Elementary-Test 
EC: Rambleholm Gothago - Peta Conroy Evans 
63.72% 
Junior FEI WC Medium-Test 
KZN: Highlander - E Pitout 59.88% 
Junior FEI WC Advanced-Test 
MP: Mossandi River Dance - Heleen Engelbrecht 
55.88% 
Junior FEI WC PSG-Test 
KZN: Lucky Time - Courtney Webber 59.47% 
FEI WC PSG Test – DSA Start Young Rider Contest 
KZN: Dresden On Guard - Kirsten Wing 60% 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PR FEI WC Elementary-Test 
FS: Brylia Cotton Club - Rochelle Jacobs 64.26% 
PR FEI WC Medium-Test 
FS: Sherwill Valedictory - Chanel Jacobs 67.63% 
 
FEI Para Grade IB Competition 
GHS: Sultan - Charmaine Watts 64.14% 
FEI Para Grade III Competition 
GHS: Farrago - Ashlee Becker 60.37% 
 
This competition has been exciting to watch as 
the results came in from each leg. 
 
 
DSA Start Young Rider Contest 

Kirsten Wing from KZN was the very deserving 

winner of this competition. Her prize was an 

amazing trip to Germany. 

 

Airfares generously sponsored by VetsBrands, 

one of the leading suppliers of superior horse 

and pet products. Her spent time with Laurienne 

and Frank Dittman was informative and fun.   

Read below from Kirsten about her experiences. 

 

DSA would like to say a very large Thank you to 

Dr Ockert Botha of Vetsbrands and to Laurienne 

and Frank Dittman for hosting. Without such 

generosity and support our upcoming young 

riders would not have such amazing 

opportunities to compete for. Thank You. 

 

Kirsten, thanks also go to you for being a great 

ambassador for South African Dressage whilst 

overseas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                                     
 
 
 
 

             
                                                             
       
   

 Star Young Rider reports back on German Experience 

For years I had idolised the Germans for one reason: Dressage. From breeding to 
production they had, for decades, remained one of the top nations in an ever 
developing Euro Sport. However experiencing it for myself, was an even more 
incredible experience than the glossy pages of magazines had led me to believe. 
  
Based with proud South African couple, Frank and Laurienne Dittman, I got a true 
taste of what it is like for an aspirant rider to crack into the big league of Grand Prix in 
Germany. There I worked with Laurienne and her team: from talented youngsters to 
Raval, her Grand Prix ride. Her string is as different from each other as they come, 
each showing me a new feeling and giving me a new challenge. Lessons that I can 
truly say have made a big difference to my approach to my own rides here at home. 
  
After horses were worked, we rushed off to Verden for the rest of each day, to watch 
the World Young Horse Championships, where the cream of the crop from each 
nation was selected to compete. Riders such as Andreas Helgstrand, Dorothee 
Schneider and Kirsten Brouwer to name a few , all presented rides in the Young Horse 
Classes : all capable of scoring over 9. The professionalism to which the shows are run 
is something in its own to behold. The showground with indoors, outdoors, Derby 
arena, gallop track etc. is set up and maintained by the government.   

 
 

You could say it is just part of the culture: as rugby has become a part of ours. 
 
We even managed to bump into the South Africans abroad; Tanya Seymour and her picture 
perfect liver chestnut oozed quality in her Grand Prix test , so much so , that we proudly 
boasted she was ‘ours’;  Catherine Berning and her ride Brisbi certainly looked well , as the 
new kids on the block. 
 
Ernst Holtz seemed both horrified and happy to spot me running around the warm up to 
greet him. Best of all , I spotted Lexi Stais who I can gladly report is doing us more than 
proud, with Hilmar Meyer and his Show Jumping team. She is not scared to roll up her 
sleeves and make her dream happen, that is for sure!  
 
And that is just the thing: Europe can be accessible and we can make it happen. 
 
I no longer idolise what I thought was just ‘the dream’, as I have seen people live it. You 
don’t need to be ‘born and bred’ – yes it helps - but even for us non-professionals, the 
European Circuit isn’t out of reach. I have Erica De Groot with Dressage SA along with the 
sponsors of the trip (the Dittmans, Dr. Ockert Botha of Vet Brands) and my sponsors 
(Christiene Sboros, Kuda Insurance) to thank for that.                     
                                                                                                                                        – Kirsten Wing 
 



 
   

In collaboration with Dressage SA, DressageAfrica 

catches up with Chere Burger. 

Baby Steps 

Chere started her equestrian career as a 

showjumper, aged 7.  Her interest in dressage only 

started in 2001 when she completed her South 

African National Equestrian Federation Level 1 

instructor’s qualification.  

Her actual dressage career started in 2005 when 

she joined Adelprag Friesian Stud as Stud Manager 

and Rider. Chere’s description of the exact 

moment that the dressage bug bit is so beautiful 

that we’ll leave her reply in her own words, “I 

showed some REAL interest in dressage as an adult 

only when I saw Jaco Fourie on Callaho For Joy the 

very first time at Kimberley show one year. They 

stole my heart and only then I wanted to do 

dressage. 

Time Constraints 

Chere admits that it is very hard to leave home 

with all her horses, family and friends, and leave 

to go to Europe for weeks at a time. “At the end of 

the day it's a choice you have to make! I wanted to 

Rider Profiles  

compete internationally and to ride under the SA flag 

in WEG 2014, and also maybe Olympics 2016 now. 

Some things in life coming along your way and you 

have to give up something to achieve something else.” 

She says showing her dedication and determination. 

Championships and Heartfelt moments 

We asked Chere what her biggest or most important 

championships are that she has won.  Her answer is so 

beautiful that we had to include the whole answer for 

you to read, “When I read this question I got a lump in 

my throat… I had to take a moment to be able to 

answer this without all the tears and sadness in me… 

There was only this one horse up to date that has won 

everything for me from the bottom of his heart… 

Adelprag Arjen… There was a lot of Championships we 

have won but I would say the following: 

 2011 & 2012 – SA Adult Individual 

Champ (Inter 2) and SA Adult Freestyle 

Champ (GP) 

 2013 – SA Adult Individual Champ (GP) 

and SA Adult Freestyle Champ (GP) 

 2014 - SA Adult Individual Champ (Inter 

2) 

 

Also an UNFORGETABLE ride was with Adelprag Anders 

451 at the World Equestrian Games 2014 in France. 

Wow!! What an Amazing feeling that was! Something 

you can’t explain in words but I can remember very 

clearly the thought of how very privileged and proud I 

was to be a South African equestrian athlete! It is not 

possible for me to describe the enormity of the impact 

that the moment of entry had on me, but the 

atmosphere was electric in welcoming the Friesian as 

we entered. There was a mixture of feelings going 

through me from being very emotional and being 

overwhelmingly Happy!!” 

For the full article http://dressageafrica.com/                                                                     
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In Conversation with Chere Burger 

 

 

 

In conversation with Vicky Ford. 

 

 

Our intimate conversations with SA’s top dressage 

riders continues, DressageAfrica in collaboration with 

Dressage South Africa caught up with Vicky Ford to find 

out what this bubbly blonde has been up to and what 

her future holds. 

Knee high to a grasshopper! 

Vicky started younger than most of us, in true British 

style she started riding at the age of two, when her late 

godfather gave her, her first pony, a beautiful palomino 

Section A Welsh Pony, a golden pony for a golden girl.  

In her own words, Vicky tells us, “I’ve always had some 

interest in dressage. When I was first learning to ride I 

was taught by Ginny Fine. My mum has always done 

dressage, so I would watch her lessons. The dressage 

bug bit me properly after my accident, and losing my 

show jumper. I then took on Wish-Upon-A-Star and 

Brandbach Lilja, who made me fall in love with 

dressage, and took me from Prelim to Advanced in 18 

months.” 

Fame and Fortune 

We asked Vicky what her biggest or favourite 

championships have been to win, “In South Africa, 

winning at the Para-Dressage shows has been fantastic, 

my best win would definitely be the recent Kyalami 

CPEDI 3*.  

Grith just danced for me and I felt I rode my best ever 

tests. I got 3 qualifying scores for the Rio Olympics, all 

being above 67%, and having Gemma out here when I 

did that was fantastic too. “ 

Vicky admits that internationally a major win has eluded 

her, but that just qualifying both her international horses 

was an amazing feeling. 

Life after Paralympics and Olympic Grand Prix 

After hopefully accomplishing her dreams, Vicky would 

love to run her own dressage yard and coach people.  

She would also like to run a development program for 

young riders to get international exposure.  Vicky 

believes that we have the talent and work ethic, and if 

mentored correctly, we could have a lot more young 

riders training and working overseas, getting the 

knowledge and tools to succeed internationally, in this 

way she believes that a great team based in Europe can 

be built to grow our sport and forming a support team 

internationally for our riders. 

Growing Para-Dressage in SA 

Here is Vicky’s view, “I think we need to create more 

awareness and make the sport more available, in other 

countries para is based through Riding for the Disabled, 

and if we ran mini-league para shows I think it would  

 

 

  

 

 

grow the sport tremendously. I also think, when 

possible, we need to get a stronger support team, a 

head coach, a physio available at shows, and make the 

riders feel like they are part of the overall dressage 

team, not just para riders who happen to compete at 

the same show. At the end of the day we all ride 

under the same flag.  It is also hard that there are not 

many horses available for the riders, so if we could 

link up with the RDA and combine all efforts, I think it 

would open the sport to more people. It is hard with 

limited funding, but if we can one day get the grass 

roots firmly settled I think para-Dressage in South 

Africa could do very well and we would be able to side 

a very strong team internationally.” 

For the full article http://dressageafrica.com/                                                                                                    

                

http://dressageafrica.com/
http://dressageafrica.com/
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DSA Rules 2014 – 33.1.0 :  33.2.0 : 33.3.0: 33.4.0 : 

33.5.0  and Appendix DS/3 : Appendix DS/4 : 

Appendix DS/5  SAEF Rules 2012 – 01.19.0 

It is important to remain up to date with the 

rules governing permitted saddlery and dress 

at shows as failure to observe the rules can 

result in elimination.   

Whether a bit is allowed or not often causes 

concern and although illustrations are 

included in the DSA Rules when in doubt 

contact the DSA Office who will pass your 

query on to the Dressage Council for 

confirmation as to whether the bit in 

question is permitted. 

Something not generally known is that 

general purpose saddles may only be used up 

to EM level.  From EM and above a saddle 

with long, near-vertical flaps is compulsory. 

Always check the show schedule as this will 

guide you as to when whips are permitted.   

Generally in FEI tests unless otherwise 

specified they are not allowed.   The length of 

the whip, including the tassle must not 

exceed 100cm. 

Spurs are allowed in all classes and must be 

made of metal.  If rowels are used, they must 

be blunt, smooth, free to rotate and with no 

sharp edges. Rowels on spurs are not 

permitted for Pony Riders or Children. 

The identification number allocated to you for 

a particular show must always be on the left 

side of the bridle or numnah and must be 

worn at all times whilst the horse is in the 

show grounds In order that it may be 

identified by judges and stewards.   Failure to 

follow this rule can result in a fine. 

Fly hoods may be worn but no prohibited 

material may be added whilst competing. These 

should be discreet and not cover the horses’ 

eyes.  Earmuffs are not allowed in the arena 

but noise cancelling ear muffs may be used at a 

mounted prize giving. 

False tails are permitted only with prior 

permission from the President of the General 

Jury and may not have any metal parts.   For 

official FEI events special rules must be 

followed. 

Notice should be taken of the rules regarding 

SAEF regulations on sponsorship. The size of 

the name and/or logo of any sponsor/product 

appearing on a saddlecloth is restricted to 200 

sq cm on each side of the saddlecloth.   

2015 is a Rule Change year for Dressage so 

keep up to date on any changes to the present 

rules.    

The relevant Dressage SA rules wording remains the 

source for interpretation. 
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CDI Fund Raising Raffles. DSA Fund Raising Raffle  

DRESSAGE RULES EXPLAINED 

: 

2015 FEI CDI2*/CDIY & SA 
Adult, Young Rider & Para 
Dressage Champs 
 
We have two wonderful raffles on the go to raise 
funds for the SA Adult Dressage Champs & CDI 2*. 
 
Raffle 1 - R 100 per ticket - you stand a chance of 
winning... 
Booze hamper, Physio session for your horse from 
a qualified physio, 3 x lessons from a choice of 
coaches, 2 x sessions on an equine simulator, 2 x 
Hydro Spa sessions, a 12 year old Chivas Regal gift 
pack and a bottle of Johnny Walker Black Label. 
 
Raffle 2 – R 200 per ticket – you stand a chance of 
winning your very own artwork by Equine Artist 
Graham Kearney (A2: 500 x 650mm) valued at 
R5000. 
 
The draws will take place on Sat 26th September 
2015. 
 
For more information please contact Judith or 
Debbie on 079 589 4313/ 079 588 8887 

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1618862208386157/permalink/1625213017751076/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null
https://www.facebook.com/events/1618862208386157/permalink/1625213017751076/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null
https://www.facebook.com/events/1618862208386157/permalink/1625213017751076/?ref=3&ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=null
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Letters 

 

 

 

Dear KZN Dressage committee 

I wanted to share some feedback about 
the KZN Championship Show held last 
week...  Too often, only the negative 
aspects are made vocal, and I would like 
to boldly express my sincere appreciation 
for what I consider to be judging at its 
finest. 

Never in my life did I think I would ever 
write a letter of gratitude and recognition 
for receiving an All-Time - Low score, but I 
guess truth is stranger than fiction 
indeed! 

Fee Berning judged my mare in the Prelim 
championship. After much preparation 
and plenty of excitement, we entered the 
arena.  
 
 

 

Pretty shortly into the test I'm afraid my mare 
decided to put on a spectacular demonstration of 
her version of "airs above the ground."  

I admit there were pieces of that test that were 
completely unrecognisable. It must have been the 
devil's own job to judge! 

I am awed by the way in which Fee handled the 
episodes, still recognising the talent which the 
mare has, and rewarding me as a rider for my 
calm, sympathetic and consistent approach in 
dealing with the tension. 

I scored a number of zero's, and deserved every 
one of them. I also scored well for the marks 
where she delivered quality work.  I have to 
commend Fee for her ability to mark each move  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

without being swayed by poor previous moves, as 
well as for her judicious use of the range of marks, 
and her very valuable and appropriate comments.  

I found them to be accurate, helpful and yet still 
gentle - a powerful combination that we as riders 
don’t usually see. 

Because of her fairness and her insight, I would be 
honoured to be judged by her again and again.  Her 
judging would be a major contributor to my 
willingness to return to the competition dressage 
arena - faults and all. 

I would really like to extend my appreciation and 
recognition of her value as a judge. 

Kind regards, 
Brigitte Osborn 

     

 

  

  

      


